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Welcome back to the Spring Term! We hope you had a fantastic Christmas and 

enjoyed your family time. We are looking forward to getting back into our 

learning with our fabulous new topics “Once Upon a Time” and “Yum Yum”.  

Communication and Language 

We will be working hard this term to speak clearly to explain our 

ideas and give reasons for our decisions. The children will be 

learning lots of new vocabulary by using Talk4Writing, learning new 

names for food, describing the tastes of different food and using 

imperative verbs to give instructions.  

 

We will be learning lots of new information from books and singing 

lots of different songs and rhymes  

 

PSED Personal, Social and Emotion Development 

In PSED we will be starting the term by reflecting on 

our first term in Reception and making wishes and goals 

for the rest of the year.  

The children will think about “kind behaviour”. We will 

talk about how they can show kindness at home and at 

school and talking about their likes and dislikes. The 

children will be engaging in lots of collaborative play 

and activities to practise turn taking and negotiating 

ideas.  

 

Physical Development 

In the Spring Term, our emphasis for some children will be to 

move towards letter formation and pencil control.  

We will be moving different body Parts in lots of different ways 

and using our new Jasmine PE Skills which can be used at home 

too. As part of our topic we will be learning a lot about healthy 

food and how to keep out bodies healthy too.   



 

 

 

Phonics 

We will be beginning the next 

phase of our phonics learning and 

the children will extend their 

knowledge by learning about 

digraphs (sh, ng, ai) and trigraphs 

(air, igh). We will be learning to 

identify graphemes within words 

and use them in our writing. In 

addition, we will be focussing on 

learning the next set of ‘tricky’ 

words. 

 

Writing  

This tern we will be continuing to provide exciting opportunities for children to write in their play. We will also be 

doing lots of writing in response to our topic and stories such as recipes for a Gingerbread Man, instructions on 

how to catch the Evil Pea and Letters to the Giant from Jack.  

Lots of the children are really beginning to master cursive writing now and it is wonderful to see such beautiful 

handwriting developing. This will become a greater focus this term with short daily handwriting practice becoming 

a feature of our timetable.  

 

Reading  

This term we will be exploring some fantastic stories, but out main focus 

will be looking at the features of fairy tale stories and retelling stories 

using talk 4 writing. The children will be encouraged to answer lots of 

questions about what are reading and use vocabulary that they hear in 

books. They will explore different characters and act out narratives 

using role play, pros and puppets.  

Please continue to read at home. The more practice that children get to 

read at home, the more confident and fluent they will become.  

 

Mathematics  

This term we will be continuing out maths mastery journey. We will 

continue out exploration of numbers with a focus on numbers 6-10. 

We will look at different representations of each number and look 

at what we already know about it. We will learn about number bonds 

and use manipulatives to find different pairs of numbers that make 

5. We will compare groups comparing different amounts of objects 

up to 10 and will then move on to learning number bonds to 10. We 

will develop out calculation skills by combining two groups to find the 

total. Finally, we will look at 2D and 3D shapes and practise 

identifying them and describing their properties.  

 



 

Information and Reminders.  

Understanding the World 

We will begin our topic by looking at plants. We will be learning 

the names for different parts of a plant and we will discuss the 

conditions that are needed for plants to grow.  Later on in the 

term we will learn about different countries and compare where 

we live. Not only that we will be looking at different materials 

that are needed to keep a house standing still and how to keep 

dry under our coats. This Term we will also learn about Chinese 

New Year and how it is celebrated.  

 

Expressive Arts and Design  

Our role play area this term will be a Hansel and Gretal’s home 

and later will become a farm shop. The children will be able to 

use their developing vocabulary to act out different fairy tale 

stories.  

The children will have the opportunity to explore different 

media such as paint, collage and transient art to make different 

representations of their experiences. They will be using 

recyclable materials to build fairy tale houses, beanstalk 

collages and designing gingerbread men. We will be learning a 

range of songs and rhymes linked to our topic and creating and 

using instruments to support our story telling.   

Thank you for your support so far. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate 

to speak to one of us at any time.  

Dormice Team  

 

Cardboard House 

In Week 3, the children will be 

creating a Hansel and Gretel 

house. It would be great if every 

child could bring in a cube shaped 

box.  


